August 9: A theory about ghost rockets dropping caterpillars

In mid-July the southern parts of Sweden (provinces of Skåne, Blekinge and Öland) were invaded by caterpillars of the metal fly (or gamma fly). The caterpillars destroyed crops such as rape, flax and sugar-beets. The layer of caterpillars was so dense that cars skidded on the asphalt where the caterpillars had landed. By July 20 the fly had even reached the northern part of Sweden [Norrbotten]. Reports of large attacks of caterpillars came from other provinces such as Halland and Värmland. The Defence Staff received the following theory concerning a connection between the wave of caterpillars and the ghost bombs:

”To the Air Defence department of the Defence Staff, Stockholm. Herewith I would like to state my view that the ravages of the metal fly has a connection to the ”the ghost bombs”. If you order reports from Svalöv [a plant research institute] and pinpoint them with dates on a map of Sweden and compare them to your compiled reports of the aerial routes of the bombs, not their crash points, you will find that the trajectories coincide with the ravaged areas and that the time from the dropping [from ghost rockets?] of the eggs   
to the development of the caterpillars is constant for all places concerned. Further, rather large wooded areas were attacked from above. Report of falling ”leaflets” from a ”ghost bomb” has also come in. Stockholm, August 9, 1946. /signed/ Jan Flinta.
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